
How to develop an IL assignment: 
• Test the assignment beforehand to make sure it makes sense 
• Make sure the library has the resources needed to complete the assignment 
• Make sure the assignment is focused and precise instead of saying “electronic 

sources” say “library databases” or “websites” 
 
Sample assignments: 
Jan Downey, ASB102 
 

 
 
 
 
Rick Vaughn, MAT 157 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

You are a student in MAT157. Your teacher has asked 
you to research curriculum and design a lesson plan for 
a particular grade level. You completed your research, 
but, unfortunately, your computer crashed. You are 
using a friend’s laptop to send an e-mail to your 
instructor about the keywords and search strategy you 
utilized, the databases and websites you decided to use,
and if they provided the kind of information you 
needed to write the article. Using the form below, draft 
the e-mail to your teacher. 



Dear Dr. Vaughn, 

As you know, I am writing a lesson plan for our Geometry class, MAT157. 
Unfortunately, my computer crashed. I wanted to fill you in on where I am thus far in 
doing the research. 

After thinking about this topic, I’ve compiled the following list of issues and concepts, as 
well as the people, places and other sources for finding useful information. 

Concepts & Issues: 

 

Possible Sources: (For examples: person’s name; an agency or department; books, 
current articles, encyclopedias, etc.) 

 

To find the geometry standards for my chosen grade level I utilized    
            
         (name of web site(s), 
books, etc.) 

Two standards and/or expectations I found were: 

1.              
             

2.              
             

Using the PVCC library’s online catalog and/or Education internet links, I found the 
following two resources that will be helpful in designing a lesson plan are:  (books and/or 
web sites). 

1.               
             

2.              
             

I think these will be useful sources because        
            
            
                 (explain why these are good sources), 



I also used the        library database. (name of 
database) 

When I searched this database, I used these keywords:     
           .  
I combined these keywords in the following manner;     
           .   
To see an example of one of the useful articles I found, see the attached “Finding an 
Article” template.  

I think this is a good article the because        
            
            
                 (explain how you determined the 
credibility and usefulness of the article). 

I also searched in the Internet using the      search engine. 

When I searched this search engine, I used these keywords:     
           . 

I combined these keywords in the following manner:     
           . 

To see an example of one of the web sites I found using the search engine, see the 
attached “Finding a Web Site” template. 

I think this is a good web site because        
            
            
                 (explain how you determined the 
credibility and usefulness of this web site). 

As you can see, I have been successful gathering material and information which will 
contribute to my assignment, but I will need a short extension to retrace my steps.  Thank 
you.  

        
Your signature 

 
 
 
 
 
 



How to apply the IL rubric: 
 

 
 

The definitions for the 2, 1, 0 scale are as follows: 
 

2 = Meets or exceeds standards for competence 
 
     1 = Needs improvement 
 
     0 = Does not meet minimum standards for competence 
 
     Meets or exceeds standards for competence:  The student did what you asked 

him or her to do and at the level of competence or above that you set for him or 
her. 

 
     Needs improvement:  The student did what you asked him or her to do with 

some exceptions and at the level of competence that you set for him or her with 
some exceptions. 

 
     Does not meet minimum standards for competence:  The student did not do 

what you asked him or her to do or did not perform at the minimum level of 
competence that you set for him or her. 

 
Sample Student Responses: 
These responses were taken from a research journal students had filled in at the end of the 
Spring ’07 semester. Questions 1-4 correspond to the first dimension, 5-8 to the second 
and 9-10 to the third. 
 
Dimension I-Defining an Information Need 



1. On what aspect of your topic did you decide to focus? Why?  

Student 1: I focused on a lot of things, mainly the severity of human impact on 
global warming what we are doing to contribute, how it affects the earth, ways 
to reduce it and ways to remedy past damage 

Student 2: Consumerism/over consumption and spending 

How to score: The first student tried to articulate the information he/she was seeking 
whereas the second student merely listed some issues regarding the topic. The first 
student would get a 2, the second a 1 

2. Describe the ways in which your topic evolved or changed as you 
worked on your paper. Be specific!  

Student 1: Some of the ways that my topic evolved include: learning how serious 
the effects are it made me shift to what people can do or are doing to help 

Student 2: In my mini-papers I thought the causes were impossible to 
find/know, but I found a lot more than I thought 

How to score: Again, the first student lists specific ways in which the topic has evolved, 
whereas the second student mentions something, but not in enough detail-scores would 
be 2 and 1 

3. What (additional) kinds of information might you need to include? 
Why? 

Student 1: I included the history, government help, corporations’ help as well as 
the proposed solution of my own. Because without knowing what can be done, 
there’s no point in talking about such a serious problem 

Student 2: World statistics to show gravity and size of the issue 

How to score: This one is a bit more difficult. Both students seem to know that they 
need additional information, but one provides slightly more detail than the other, so it 
would be 2, 1 

4. Based on what you learned during the research session, what kinds 
of information will you be researching that you didn’t think about? 
Why? 

Student 1: I did research people that had knowledge or expertise not just 
magazine articles, I need scientific proof 



Student 2: Branches of my topic, because I will be able to find specific 
information to contribute to my essay as a whole 

How to score: This question would get 1’s for both students-they have an idea as to 
what other areas they need to explore but they are not clearly stated enough to determine 
if the students really understand what it is they are still missing 

5. What resources/tools (i.e. databases library catalog, etc.) will you 
use to find this information? Why? 

Student 1: Newsbank, Opposing Viewpoints, Academic Search Premier because 
they are accredited 

Student 2: Ebrary/Ebscohost-good factual info 

How to score: Neither one of the students answered the why portion of the question, so 
that would get 1’s for both 

6. What search terms are you planning to use and how did you combine 
them-what was your search strategy?  

Student 1: My plan was to look at newspapers at home, check out books and 
compile the most thorough and non-biased research I could find 

Student 2: Consumerism, global consumption, advertising, over consumption 

How to score: This was an issue that the question was not well worded, however the 
second student did not take the next step and show how the keywords could be connected 
in a search, so that would earn a 0. The first answer though good, still did not get at how 
the student ended up searching for information, so this earns a 1 as well 

7. Did your search strategy work-did you find what you were looking 
for? Why or why not? 

Student 1: Yes I believe I found great info 

Student 2: I did find what I was looking for 

How to score: These responses also earn a 1. Both students indicated the found 
information, but not what kind and how it would contribute to their overall research 

8. Did you modify your search strategy at any point? (That is, did you 
identify more or different resources, more or different search terms, 
etc?) If so, why and how? If not, why not? 



Student 1: No, I knew from last semester how to work the database 

Student 2: Yes, I used UN census information and UN Wealth Inequality 
spreadsheets which I couldn’t find through the library, I Googled that info 

How to score: This would honestly be somewhere between a 1 and a 2. It would be a 
judgment call to determine how much the students revised their research strategy and 
plan once they actually started to search for information.  

9. Which specific articles, books, web resources did you decide to use? 
Why? (That is, explain why you chose each source: what makes this an 
appropriate source to consult at this time and in this situation?) 

Student 1: NY Times, Environment, Lancet, Christian Science Monitor, Kenneth 
Green Book 

Student 2: Consumerism in World History-very relevant 

The World of Consumption-very good info good author 

How to score: These answers would earn a 1-the students identified that the sources 
they found were good, but not in what way. 

10. How did you evaluate the resources you found-what criteria did 
you use to make sure each resource was credible and useful? 

Student 1: CARBS 

Student 2: When I did the computer work, I made sure it only received scholarly 
journals and what not 

How to score: Also a 1. Mentioning CARBS and scholarly articles is only half the 
equation. Applying CARBS is the other-had the students talked about author credentials, 
currency of resources and bias they would have received a 2. 


