EMT 
At the end of the semester, students have to demonstrate their critical thinking skills related to solving multiple injuries of a Level 1 trauma patient. This is a patient that exhibits the most life threatening injuries an EMT or paramedic can encounter in prehospital medicine. The patient has a life threatening airway problem, breathing problem and bleeding problem. This is all done within the guidelines of the National Registry of EMTs (NRT).  The following problem solving rubric is used for scoring this assessment.

PVCC General Education Problem Solving Rubric for EMT (NRT Trauma Pt. Assessment)
	Dimension

 PER THE NRT
	Score = 2:  meets or exceeds standards for competency
	Score = 1:  needs improvement
	Score = 0:  does not meet minimum standards for competence

	
	
	
	

	Define the problem

(DO A SCENE SIZE-UP)
	Clearly defines the problem and considers all relevant aspects of the problem.


	Inadequately defines the problem and/or fails to consider all relevant aspects of the problem.
	Unable to define the problem of defines the problem incorrectly.

	
	
	
	

	Develop a plan to solve the problem

(DISTRIBUTE THE WORK TO THE CREW)
	Selects appropriate concepts, procedures, and strategies to solve the problem.
	Lacks some concepts, procedures, or strategies to solve the problem.
	Selects inappropriate concepts, procedures, or strategies.

	
	
	
	

	Collect and analyze appropriate information

(DO THE  TREATMENTS AND EVALUATE  YOUR EFFECTIVENESS)
	Collects reliable, relevant, and sufficient information.

Carefully analyzes information.
	Inadequately collects reliable, relevant and sufficient information.

Inadequately analyzes information.
	Collects unreliable, irrelevant, and/or insufficient information.
Fails to analyze information.

	
	
	
	

	Interpret findings to determine plausible solutions

(SOLVE THE TRAUMA PR0BLEM)
	Uses sound reasoning to reach a valid conclusion.
	Some reasoning exists, but student fails to carry the procedures or strategies far enough to reach a conclusion.

Provides an incomplete response to the problem.
	No evidence of reasoning.
Provides an incorrect or irrelevant response to the problem.

Reasoning does not support conclusions.

	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the effectiveness of the problem-solving process and the results obtained

(DO A SELF_CRITIQUE RELATIVE TO YOUR SCOPE OF PRACTICE)
	Assumptions and implications are clearly stated and evaluated.

Plausible alternatives are considered.

Makes appropriate modifications, as needed.
	Assumptions and implications are acknowledged, but not analyzed.

Limited evaluation.

Fails to check plausibility of solution.

Recognizes incorrect process, but fails to correct the process.

Fails to recognize that a better process exists.
	Assumptions and implications are misinterpreted or unjustified.
Unable to discern correct conclusions form incorrect conclusions.

Assertions not substantiated.

Fails to recognize incorrect problem-solving process.

	Communicate the results

(GIVE A VERBAL REPORT FOR THE TRANSFER OF PATIENT  CARE)

	Conclusions are stated clearly and effectively.

Uses appropriate evidence and sound reasoning to support conclusions.
	Conclusions are generally correct, but contain some vague or ambiguous statements.

Sometimes struggles to find language appropriate to the discipline.

Weak evidence is presented.
	No explanation for conclusions or explanation cannot be understood or is unrelated to problem.
Fraught with vague, ambiguous statements or inconsistencies.

Prone to overgeneralizations, details absent.


