CCSSE Plan:  Communication/Humanities

Spring 2006

Summary of proposed plan

Students were divided into groups of 6 and given 15 minutes to discuss the following question: “What was the best film shown in class (HUM 210) so far and why?  You must consider technical and thematic elements as well as the films' contribution to cinema."  Each group then presented their conclusions and rationale to the class.  Dissenting opinions within the group were then discussed.

What did you learn? (Include challenges, what others can learn from you)
The exercise allowed me to get a variety of analyses from students who don't often participate in class.  I also found out which films did not connect with the class from a curricular perspective.  It was interesting to see students interact with each other and debate the different merits of the films.

How was student engagement enhanced?

Students actively communicated, offering distinct subjective analyses, with their group, the class as a whole, and the instructor.

What would you change?
I don't think I would change anything.  The activity worked very well.

Was the plan collaborative or individual? How did the process work?

The plan was individual.

