CCSSE Plan:  PVCC English Division
Spring 2006
Summary of proposed plan
Benchmark:  Student Effort--Specific Item:  “Preparing for class (studying, reading, writing, rehearsing, doing homework, or other activities related to your program).”

Benchmark:  Support for Learners—Specific Item:  “Providing the support you need to help you succeed at this college.” 

· The English Division, coordinated by Dr. Lois Roma-Deeley and John Nelson, is in the process of writing and publishing the English Division Guidebook for English 101 students.  This has been a work in process since the fall of 2003; Dr. Roma-Deeley has collected contributions from English Division residential full-time and adjunct instructors for the content of this book.  Beginning in the summer of 2005 and continuing through the fall of 2005, both John Nelson and Lois Roma-Deeley have been collaborating on this project by writing passages for this book and doing major revisions.

· When completed and published, PVCC freshman composition students enrolled in English 101 will be required to have this book as a supplemental text in their English 101 class.  Our guidebook will contain specific items designed to enhance the students’ understanding of the writing process and information that is required to succeed in a college-level writing/English class.  It will include such items as explanations of the required English 101 rhetorical forms, checklists to further explain the rhetorical forms, sample student essays, sample thesis statements, grading criteria for college-level essays, encouraging letters from former successful English 101 students to currently enrolled English students, and many other items that will give important guidelines for successful college writing.
What did you learn? (Include challenges, what others can learn from you)
· In discussing this project the English Division members realized that we are already doing many activities (stated in the CCSSE documents) to engage students; it was difficult to select one “English Division CCSSE Project.”

· It is difficult to formalize the engagement process because each instructor already uses a variety of engagement techniques as recommended by CCSSE.
· It is difficult to work collaboratively with a group as large as the whole English division.  Equal distribution of responsibilities can be challenging.
· For a publication of this magnitude, the writing and editing demands are huge; we began this project in the fall of 2003.
· We, as a collective English Division, believe we have developed a significant project to engage students, and we are proud of the document.
How was student engagement enhanced?
· The English Division, in its 2006 - 2007 Operational Plan and 2006 – 2007 Budget proposal, has requested funds to produce this text. Our project depends on the outcome of PVCC’s 2006-2007 budget and cannot be implemented until we have funds to publish this work.  Therefore, I cannot report on this text’s impact on student engagement.  In the meantime, we are exploring the possibility of Person/Longman customizing the text for English 101and including this English Division Guidebook as part of the class text.
· The English Division will be able to assess student engagement when this text is used in class because we will include a survey which asks questions about the Guidebook’s effectiveness. We will have students complete and submit this form to the English Division.
What would you change?
· At this point, I do not believe there is anything we would change.  Possibly, we would desire that this project could have been totally completed by spring 2006.
Was the plan collaborative or individual? How did the process work?
a)  As noted below, this is a collaborative effort.

· --Lois Roma-Deeley—(2003-present) is involved in the conception and ongoing efforts in this project, primarily the creative efforts.

· --John Nelson—(2003-present) is involved in the conception and ongoing efforts in this project, primarily organizing and editing efforts.

· --Residential full-time faculty members—several have contributed materials to this effort in the fall of 2003 and spring of 2004.  Also, several adjunct faculty members have contributed materials during this same time period. 

· --When the guidebook is published all PVCC English Division English 101 instructors, both full-time and adjuncts, will use the English Division Guidebook.

· --Our English Division will share these ideas with the Fine and Performing Arts Division.  Thus, there will be a collaboration of efforts among the PVCC divisions so that student engagement will be enhanced.
b) To date the process has worked well.  We would just like to be more certain if we will have the funds to implement this in fall 2006.
